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we should be permitted to reside in Falkland's island, the
undisputed lords of tempest-beaten barrenness.

But, on the 28th of November, 1769, captain Hunt, ob-
serving a Spanish schooner hovering about the island, and
surveying it, sent the commander a message, by which he
required him to depart. The Spaniard made an appear-
ance of obeying, but, in two days, came back with letters,
written by the governour of port Solidad, and brought by
the chief officer of a settlement, on the east part of Falk-
land's island.

In this letter, dated Malouina, November 30, the gover-
nour complains, that captain Hunt, when he ordered the
schooner to depart, assumed a power to which he could
have no pretensions, by sending an imperious message to
the Spaniards, in the king of Spain's own dominions.

In another letter, sent at the same time, he supposes
the English to be in that part only by accident, and to be
ready to depart, at the first warning. This letter was accom-
panied by a present, pf which, says he, " If it be neither
equal to my desire nor to your merit, you must impute the
deficiency to the situation of us both."

In return to this hostile civility, captain Hunt warned
them from the island, which he claimed in the name of the
king, as belonging to the English, by right of the first dis-
covery and the first settlement.

This was an assertion of more confidence than certainty.
The right of discovery, indeed, has already appeared to be
probable, but the right which priority of settlement confers,
I know not whether we yet can establish.

On December 10, the officer, sent by the governour of
port Solidad, made three protests against captain Hunt,
for threatening to fire upon him; for opposing his entrance
into port Egmont; and for entering himself into port So-
lidad. On the 12th, the governour of port Solidad formally
warned captain Hunt to leave port Egmont, and to for-
bear the navigation of these seas, without permission from
the king of Spain.